


Since 1984 Families Forward has been helping families in need 
achieve and maintain self-sufficiency through housing, food, 

counseling, education and other support services.  

Families Forward is committed to serving each family with the 
core values of dignity, empowerment, accountability, 

community spirit, and hope.



Families Forward Creates a

Brighter Future

Services Provided: 
• Housing 

• Food Pantry

• Career Coaching

• Counseling

• Seasonal Programs



Housing Program
There is no place like home

2016-2017 Impact
• 203 Homeless Families (686 children and their parents) achieved 

safety and stability through our Housing Program.
• 97% of the graduating families secured their own housing 

and gained self-sufficiency.



Food Pantry

Nearly 7,000 individuals receive food each year through 

Families Forward’s food pantry.



Career Coaching

172 individuals received career coaching 

services through workshops and one-on-
one coaching.



Community Counseling

335 individuals from 

201 families

participated in 

counseling sessions to 

build confidence and 

self-sufficiency.



Seasonal Programs

May
Community Resource Fair

Annual event that brings together over 80 

leading service providers in Orange County to 

offer free health screenings, legal advice, 

financial counseling, workshops, and children's 

activities to families in the community. In 2017, 

over 774 children and adults received services.

June-August

Back to School

Families Forward distributes grade-appropriate 

school supplies and backpacks, as well as 

clothing, to children in grades K-12 before the 

new school year starts. In 2017, 1,529 children 
received clothing and backpacks.



Seasonal Programs

November

Thanksgiving

Baskets full of food items needed to prepare a 

homemade Thanksgiving meal are distributed 

to families prior to Thanksgiving. In 2016, 

917 families received holiday meal baskets.

December

Adopt-A-Family

Holiday gifts are provided to children and their 

families by generous donors. In 2016, over 2,127

children received gifts.



HOUSING



WHAT IS HAPPENING IN 

ORANGE COUNTY?





• Over 5% of Orange County students (28,450 children) 

are homeless or unstably housed, doubled from 2006-

2007 and higher than Los Angeles and San Diego 

counties.

• Orange County’s lowest-income renters spend 87% of 

income on rent, leaving little left for food, 

transportation, health expenses, and other needs.

• For low income families, median income has declines 

10% while rents have increased 19% since 2000.

(Sources: Orange County Children's Partnership. The 23rd Annual report on the Condition of Children in Orange County 2017. Public Policy Institute of 

California. California Housing Partnership and The Kennedy Commission report August 2014)

Orange County’s Harsh Realities



Bottom Line

A minimum wage worker must work 

105 hours a week

to afford a one-bedroom apartment 

in Orange County.

(Source: 2017 OC Community Indicators Report)



RAPID RE-HOUSING









Tenant Screenings

Housing Plans

Tenant Education

Home Visits

Landlord Engagement

Landlord Liaison

Housing Resource Specialists



• Affordable Housing Education

• How to Find Housing

• The Rental Application Process

• Overcoming your Biggest Barriers

• Renter’s Responsibilities 

• What to Expect at the End of your 

Lease

• Ways to Ensure Maximum Security 

Deposit Refund

Tenant Education



WHAT IS  

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) defines "affordable" as housing 
that costs no more than 30 percent of a household's 

monthly income.

For every 100 families that qualify for affordable housing 
in Orange County, only 18 units exist.



Affordable housing 

is the key to long 

term housing 

sustainability for low 
income families.




